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1
POWER SUPPLY SYSTEMS WITH FILTERS

FIELD

The present disclosure relates to power supply systems
with filters, including input and output filters for power sup-
ply systems.

BACKGROUND

This section provides background information related to
the present disclosure which is not necessarily prior art.

Power supply systems frequently include filters to block
common mode noise and differential mode noise. In many
cases, these filters are required to satisfy emission and immu-
nity EMC requirements. Common mode noise includes noise
on a return path and a supply path in the same direction
referenced to a reference voltage (e.g., ground or another
suitable reference potential) while differential mode noise
includes noise on the return path and the supply path in
opposite directions. The filters may include components (e.g.,
capacitors, differential mode chokes, common mode chokes,
etc.) to block the differential mode noise and the common
mode noise. For example, the main inductance of a common
mode choke may assist in blocking the common mode noise
whilea stray (i.e., a leakage) inductance of the common mode
choke may assist in blocking the differential mode noise.

FIG. 1 illustrates a power supply system according to the
prior art. As shown in FIG. 1, the system includes a DC-DC
switched mode power supply and an input filter having two
inputs (i.e., Input A and Input B) and two outputs (i.e., Output
A and Output B). The input of the power supply is coupled to
the outputs of the filter. The filter includes X- and Y-capacitors
102a, 10256 and common mode chokes 104a, 1045. Each
common mode choke 104a, 1045 includes windings 106a,
1065, 1084, 1085 extending about a magnetic core 110aq,
1105.

As recognized by the present inventors, the power supply
system shown in FIG. 1 may experience varying conducted
emissions (i.e., common mode noise), resulting in undesir-
able EMC performance, depending on whether the filter
inputs (Input A and Input B) are coupled to separate power
sources, to reference voltage(s), and/or to each other. For
example, the undesirable EMC performance may be caused
by the sum of the DC fluxes of the common mode chokes
104a, 1045 not being zero. This in turn may cause common
mode chokes 104a, 1045 to saturate which then causes a main
inductance of the common mode chokes 104a, 1045 to
decrease.

FIG. 2 illustrates another power supply system according
to the prior art. As shown in FIG. 2, the system includes a
DC-DC switched mode power supply and an input filter 200
having two inputs (i.e., Input A and Input B) and a single
output coupled to the input of the power supply. The filter 200
includes X- and Y-capacitors 202 and common mode chokes
204a, 2045 having windings extending about magnetic cores
210a, 2104.

As recognized by the present inventors, the power supply
system shown in FIG. 2 may experience undesirable filtering
dueto increased distances between the inputs A, B and the X-
and Y-capacitors 202. For example, the distances may be
increased due components (e.g., fuses, metal oxide varistors
(Mov), reverse current protection devices, etc.) coupled
between the inputs A, B and the X- and Y-capacitors 202. In
some cases, the increased distances (and traces for the com-
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2

ponents) may cause noise to bypass the X- and Y-capacitors
202 and the common mode chokes 204a, 2045 resulting in
undesirable filtering.

SUMMARY

This section provides a general summary of the disclosure,
and is nota comprehensive disclosure of'its full scope orall of
its features.

According to one aspect of the present disclosure, a filter
for a power supply includes at least two inputs, at least two
outputs, and a common mode choke coupled between the at
least two inputs and the at least two outputs. Each input
includes a pair of input terminals and each output includes a
pair of output terminals. The common mode choke includes a
magnetic core and at least four windings extending about the
magnetic core. Each winding is coupled between one of the
input terminals and one of the output terminals.

According to another aspect of this disclosure, a system
includes a power supply and an input filter. The power supply
includes an input. The input filter has at least two inputs, at
least two outputs, and a common mode choke coupled
between the at least two inputs and the at least two outputs.
Each input of the input filter includes a pair of input terminals
and each output includes a pair of output terminals. The
common mode choke includes a magnetic core and at least
four windings extending about the magnetic core. Each wind-
ing is coupled between one of the input terminals and one of
the output terminals of the input filter. At least one of the
outputs of the input filter is coupled to the input of the power
supply.

According to yet another aspect of this disclosure, a system
includes a power supply and an output filter. The power
supply includes an output. The output filter has at least two
inputs, at least two outputs, and a common mode choke
coupled between the at least two inputs and the at least two
outputs. Each input includes a pair of input terminals and each
output of the output filter includes a pair of output terminals.
The common mode choke includes a magnetic core and at
least four windings extending about the magnetic core. Each
winding is coupled between one of the input terminals and
one of the output terminals of the output filter. At least one of
the inputs of the output filter is coupled to the output of the
power supply.

Further aspects and areas of applicability will become
apparent from the description provided herein. It should be
understood that various aspects of this disclosure may be
implemented individually or in combination with one or more
other aspects. It should also be understood that the description
and specific examples herein are intended for purposes of
illustration only and are not intended to limit the scope of the
present disclosure.

DRAWINGS

The drawings described herein are for illustrative purposes
only of selected embodiments and not all possible implemen-
tations, and are not intended to limit the scope of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 1 illustrates a power supply system according to the
prior art.

FIG. 2 illustrates another power supply system according
to the prior art.

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram of a filter having a common
mode choke according to one example embodiment of the
present disclosure.
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FIGS. 4-5 are circuit diagrams of filters having common
mode chokes according to additional example embodiments.

FIGS. 6-8 are circuit diagrams of filters having two com-
mon mode chokes according to further example embodi-
ments.

FIGS. 9-14 are circuit diagrams of the filter of FIG. 7
coupled to the input(s) of one or more DC-DC switched mode
power supplies according to various embodiments.

FIGS. 15-17 are circuit diagrams of power supply systems
having output filters coupled to the output(s) of one or more
DC-DC switched mode power supplies according to addi-
tional example embodiments.

FIGS. 18-21 are circuit diagrams illustrating example load
configurations for the power supply system of FIG. 15.

FIGS. 22 and 23 are circuit diagrams of filters for power
supply systems according to further example embodiments.

FIG. 24 is an isometric view of a combined common mode
choke according to yet another example embodiment of the
present disclosure.

Corresponding reference numerals indicate corresponding
parts throughout the several views of the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Example embodiments will now be described more fully
with reference to the accompanying drawings.

Example embodiments are provided so that this disclosure
will be thorough, and will fully convey the scope to those who
are skilled in the art. Numerous specific details are set forth
such as examples of specific components, devices, and meth-
ods, to provide a thorough understanding of embodiments of
the present disclosure. It will be apparent to those skilled in
the art that specific details need not be employed, that
example embodiments may be embodied in many different
forms and that neither should be construed to limit the scope
of the disclosure. In some example embodiments, well-
known processes, well-known device structures, and well-
known technologies are not described in detail.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular example embodiments only and is not intended
to be limiting. As used herein, the singular forms “a,” “an,”
and “the” may be intended to include the plural forms as well,
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. The terms
“comprises,” “comprising,” “including,” and “having,” are
inclusive and therefore specify the presence of stated fea-
tures, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/or compo-
nents, but do not preclude the presence or addition of one or
more other features, integers, steps, operations, elements,
components, and/or groups thereof. The method steps, pro-
cesses, and operations described herein are not to be con-
strued as necessarily requiring their performance in the par-
ticular order discussed or illustrated, unless specifically
identified as an order of performance. It is also to be under-
stood that additional or alternative steps may be employed.

Although the terms first, second, third, etc. may be used
herein to describe various elements, components, regions,
layers and/or sections, these elements, components, regions,
layers and/or sections should not be limited by these terms.
These terms may be only used to distinguish one element,
component, region, layer or section from another region,
layer or section. Terms such as “first,” “second,” and other
numerical terms when used herein do not imply a sequence or
order unless clearly indicated by the context. Thus, a first
element, component, region, layer or section discussed below
could be termed a second element, component, region, layer
or section without departing from the teachings of the
example embodiments.
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Spatially relative terms, such as “inner,” “outer,”
“beneath,” “below,” “lower,” “above,” “upper,” and the like,
may be used herein for ease of description to describe one
element or feature’s relationship to another element(s) or
feature(s) as illustrated in the figures. Spatially relative terms
may be intended to encompass different orientations of the
device in use or operation in addition to the orientation
depicted in the figures. For example, if the device in the
figures is turned over, elements described as “below” or
“beneath” other elements or features would then be oriented
“above” the other elements or features. Thus, the example
term “below” can encompass both an orientation of above and
below. The device may be otherwise oriented (rotated 90
degrees or at other orientations) and the spatially relative
descriptors used herein interpreted accordingly.

A filter for a power supply according to one example
embodiment of the present disclosure is illustrated in FIG. 3
and indicated generally by reference number 300. As shown
in FIG. 3, the filter 300 includes two inputs (Input A and Input
B), two outputs (Output A and Output B), and a common
mode choke 302 coupled between the two inputs and the two
outputs. Each input includes a pair of input terminals 308a,
3085, 3104, 3105 and each output includes a pair of output
terminals 312a, 3125, 314a, 3145.

The common mode choke 302 includes a magnetic core
304 and at least four windings 306a, 3065, 306c, 3064
extending about the magnetic core 304. The common mode
chokes disclosed herein are sometimes referred to as “com-
bined common mode chokes.”

Each winding is coupled between one of the input termi-
nals and one of the output terminals. For example, as shown in
FIG. 3, the winding 306« is coupled between the input termi-
nal 3084 and the output terminal 3124, the winding 3065 is
coupled between the input terminal 3085 and the output ter-
minal 3124, the winding 306¢ is coupled between the input
terminal 310a and the output terminal 314a and the winding
306d is coupled between the input terminal 3105 and the
output terminal 3145.

By having the windings 3064, 3065, 306¢, 3064 share the
magnetic core 304, DC currents flowing through two of the
windings (e.g., windings 306a, 3065) are offset by DC cur-
rents flowing through two of the other windings (e.g., wind-
ings 306¢, 306d). The DC currents flowing through the other
two windings may depend, for example, on whether the
inputs A, B are coupled to separate power sources, to refer-
ence voltage(s), and/or to each other. Because the DC currents
are offset, the sum of the DC fluxes of the combined common
mode choke 302 is zero. Therefore, the combined common
mode choke 302 does not saturate and the main inductance of
the combined common mode choke 302 is maintained. This
may result in desirable EMC performance.

In the example of FIG. 3, the filter 300 further includes
X-capacitors 316 coupled between the input terminals 308a,
3085 of input A and the output terminals 312a, 3125 of output
A. Additionally, the filter 300 includes Y-capacitors 318
coupled between one of the input terminals 308a, 3085 of
input A and a reference voltage (e.g., ground or another suit-
able reference potential) and one of the output terminals
312a, 3125 of the output A and the reference voltage. As
shown in FIG. 3, the X-capacitors 316 and the Y-capacitors
318 are also coupled in a like manner between input terminals
and output terminals of the output B.

In operation, the X-capacitors 316 and a stray inductance
from the combined common mode choke 302 are configured
to short circuit (i.e., damp) differential mode noise in the filter
300. The Y-capacitors 318 and a main inductance of the
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combined common mode choke 302 are configured to short
circuit (i.e., damp) common mode noise in the filter 300 to the
reference voltage.

In the particular example of FIG. 3, the filter 300 may
further include a reverse current protection device 320
coupled between the input terminals 308a, 3085, 310a, 3105
and the output terminals 312a, 31256, 314a, 314b, respec-
tively. As shown in FIG. 3, the reverse current protection
devices 320 are coupled on an output side of the combined
common mode choke 302. Alternatively, and as further
described below, the reverse current protection devices 320
may be coupled on an input side of the combined common
mode choke 302. Additionally, although the example of FIG.
3 illustrates the reverse current protection device 320 as
including a diode, the reverse current protection device 320
may include any other suitable device for reverse current
protection including, for example, an ORing device including
MOSFETs.

The reverse current protection devices 320 may open cir-
cuit (i.e., OFF) or short circuit (i.e., ON) the input terminals
308a,308b, 3104, 31056 depending on whether the inputs A, B
are coupled to separate power sources, to reference
voltage(s), and/or to each other. In some configurations, the
reverse current protection devices 320 of the input A are off
while the reverse current protection devices 320 of the input
B are on. This allows common mode current from the input B
and/or the output B to flow through the windings 306¢, 3064
of the combined common mode choke 302 and the Y-capaci-
tors 318 of the input B to the reference voltage. However,
because the windings 3064, 3065, 306¢, 3064 share the mag-
netic core 304, the combined common mode choke 302 acts
as a transformer from one input to another input. Therefore,
the common mode current from the input B and/or the output
B may also flow through the windings 306a, 3065 and the
Y-capacitors 318 of the input A to the reference voltage caus-
ing the combined common mode choke 302 to act as a loaded
transformer. This common mode current flowing in input A
from input B is referred to as a transformed common mode
current.

The transformed common mode current flowing in the
windings 306a, 3065 of the input A generates a flux in the
magnetic core 304 that acts against a flux generated by the
common mode current flowing in the windings 306¢, 3064 of
the input B. This may decrease the main inductance of the
combined common mode choke 302 and thus results in
undesired performance of the filter 300.

To overcome this, additional paths for the common mode
currents may be employed. For example, FIG. 4 illustrates a
filter 400 including capacitors 422a, 4225 for providing these
additional paths. Although the capacitors 422a, 42256 may
carry some common mode current (further explained below),
they are herein referred to as X-capacitors 422a, 4226
because they are coupled between return paths and/or supply
paths and not to a reference voltage.

As shown in FIG. 4, the X-capacitors 422a, 4225 include
terminals 424a, 424b and 426a, 4265, respectively. The ter-
minal 424a of the X-capacitor 422a and the terminal 4264 of
the X-capacitor 4225 are coupled between the input A and the
output A, and the terminal 4245 of the X-capacitor 422a and
the terminal 4265 of the X-capacitor 4226 are coupled
between the input B and the output B.

In the example of FIG. 4, the X-capacitors 422a, 4225 are
coupled between the combined common mode choke 302 and
the outputs A, B. Preferably, when one or more of the outputs
A, B are coupled to a noise source (e.g., one or more power
supplies), the X-capacitors 4224, 4225 are coupled between
the combined common choke 302 and the reverse current
protection devices 320.
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These additional paths created by the X-capacitors 422a,
422p allow current to flow via X-capacitors 422a, 42256 to
compensate for the transformed common mode current. This
allows the common mode currents to have the same ampli-
tude and phase while flowing through the windings 306a,
3065, 306¢, 3064 to the reference voltage via the Y-capacitors
of'the inputs A, B regardless of the state (i.e., on or off) of the
reverse current protection devices 320. Thus, for common
mode currents, the X-capacitors 422a, 4225 may bridge the
reverse current protection devices 320 that are off.

In this way, the X-capacitors 422a, 4226 ensure minimal
transformed common mode current from input B flows
through the windings 3064, 3065 and the Y-capacitors 318 of
input A to the reference voltage when, for example, the
reverse current protection devices 320 of the input A are off
and the reverse current protection devices 320 of the input B
are on. Thus, the combined common mode choke 302 having
the common magnetic core 304 does not act as a loaded
transformer. Accordingly, the main inductance of the com-
bined common mode choke 302 is maintained resulting in a
desired EMC performance of the filter 400.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example filter 500 including X-capaci-
tors 522a, 522b coupled on the input side of the combined
common mode choke 302 and the X-capacitors 422a, 422b
(described above) coupled on the output side of the combined
common mode choke 302. The X-capacitors 522a, 522b
include terminals 524a, 524b and 526a, 5265, respectively.
The terminal 524a of the X-capacitor 522a and the terminal
526a of the X-capacitor 5224 are coupled between the input
A and the combined common mode choke 302, and the ter-
minal 5245 of the X-capacitor 522a and the terminal 5265 of
the X-capacitor 5225 are coupled between the input B and the
combined common mode choke 302.

Current flowing through the X-capacitors 422a, 4225 may
compensate for unsymmetrical common mode noise levels
(i.e., having a different amplitude and/or phase) between the
combined common mode choke 302 and the reverse current
protection devices 320 if a noise source is coupled to the
inputs A, B and/or the outputs A, B. The unsymmetrical
common mode noise levels may be caused, for example, by
tolerances of components in the filter 500 including different
resistances of the reverse current protection devices 320 (if
ORing devices including MOSFETs are employed), noise
from components surrounding the filter 500, an unsymmetri-
cal layout of the filter 500, etc. The unsymmetrical common
mode noise levels may occur, for example, if not all reverse
current protection devices 320 are conducting and a noise
source is coupled to the outputs A, B (as explained above).

The X-capacitors 522a, 5225 may assist in ensuring the
combined common mode choke 302 does not act as a loaded
transformer (as explained above) for noise coupled on the
inputs A, B.

Further, the X-capacitors 522a, 5225 may reduce con-
ducted and/or radiated emissions (e.g., from a noise source
coupled to the outputs A, B) by compensating for unsym-
metrical common mode noise levels at the inputs A, B as
explained above. This allows the common mode noise levels
on the inputs A, B to be symmetrical (i.e., having the same
amplitude and phase). Thus, the X-capacitors 522a, 522b
assist in providing a symmetrical noise path at the inputs A, B.

FIG. 6 illustrates another example filter 600 including
combined common mode chokes 602a, 6025. The combined
common mode choke 602a includes a magnetic core 604a
and four windings 606a, 6065, 606¢, 6064 extending about
the magnetic core 604a. Similarly, the combined common
mode choke 6024 includes a magnetic core 6045 and four
windings 608a, 6085, 608¢, 6084 extending about the mag-
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netic core 6045. The combined common mode chokes 602a,
6026 include the same advantages as the combined common
mode choke 302 described above with reference to FIG. 3

As shown in FIG. 6, the windings 606a, 608a are coupled
between input terminal 308 of input A and output terminal
312a of output A while the windings 6065, 6085 are coupled
between input terminal 3085 of input A and output terminal
3126 of output A. Further, the windings 606c, 608¢ are
coupled between input terminal 310qa of input B and output
terminal 3144 of output B while the windings 6064, 6084 are
coupled between input terminal 3105 of input B and output
terminal 3145 of output B.

In the example of FIG. 6, the filter 600 further includes the
X-capacitors 316, the Y-capacitors 318 and the reverse cur-
rent protection devices 320 as described above with reference
to FIG. 3.

The filter 600 may include the same advantages and pos-
sible undesired performance (e.g., from reduced main induc-
tance in the combined common mode chokes 6024, 6025) as
explained above with reference to FIG. 3.

To overcome this, X-capacitors (as described above) may
be employed to provide additional paths for common mode
currents. FIG. 7 illustrates one example embodiment of a
filter 700 including X-capacitors 722a, 722b,728a, 7285 and
the combined common mode chokes 602a, 6025 of FIG. 6.

As shown in the example of FIG. 7, the X-capacitors 722a,
722b are coupled between the combined common mode
chokes 602a, 6026 and the X-capacitors 728a, 728b are
coupled on the output side of the combined common mode
choke 6025. The X-capacitors 722a, 7224 include terminals
724a, 724b and 726a, 7265, respectively, and the X-capaci-
tors 728a, 7285 include terminals 730a, 7305 and 732a, 7325,
respectively. The terminals 724a, 726a, 730a, 732a are
coupled between the input A and the output A and the termi-
nals 7245, 7265, 73056, 73256 are coupled between the input B
and the output B.

The X-capacitors 728a, 728b may bridge the reverse cur-
rent protection devices 320 for common mode currents as
explained above. This may ensure the combined common
mode choke 6025 does not act as a loaded transformer if a
noise source is coupled to the outputs A, B. Accordingly, the
main inductance of the combined common mode choke 6025
is maintained.

Additionally, the X-capacitors 728a, 7286 may compen-
sate for unsymmetrical common mode noise levels. In this
way, the X-capacitors 728a, 728b provide a symmetrical
noise path between the combined common mode choke 6025
and the reverse current protection devices 320 if a noise
source is coupled to the inputs A, B and/or the outputs A, B as
described above with reference to the X-capacitors 422a,
422b of FIGS. 4 and 5.

Further, the X-capacitors 722a, 722b may assist in provid-
ing a symmetrical noise path between the combined common
mode chokes 602a, 6025 by allowing current to flow through
the X-capacitors 722a, 72256 to compensate for unsymmetri-
cal common mode noise levels as explained above. This
allows the common mode noise levels between the combined
common mode chokes 602a, 6025 to be symmetrical. The
symmetrical common mode noise ensures the combined
common mode chokes 602a, 6025 do not act as a loaded
transformer if a noise source is coupled to the inputs A, B
and/or the outputs A, B.

FIG. 8 illustrates another example filter 800 including the
combined common mode chokes 602a, 6025 and the X-ca-
pacitors 722a, 722b, 728a, 7286 of FIG. 7 and additional
X-capacitors 822a, 8225 having terminals 824a, 8245 and
terminals 8264, 8265, respectively. As shown in FIG. 8, the
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terminal 824a of the X-capacitor 8224 and the terminal 8264
of'the X-capacitor 8225 are coupled between the input A and
the combined common mode choke 602a, and the terminal
8245 of the X-capacitor 822a and the terminal 8264 of the
X-capacitor 8225 are coupled between the input B and the
combined common mode choke 602a.

The X-capacitors 722a, 722b, 728a, 7285 include the same
advantages as described above with reference to FIG. 7. The
X-capacitors 822a, 8225 include the same advantages as
described above with reference to the X-capacitors 522a,
5226 of FIG. 5.

FIGS. 9-13 illustrate the filter 700 of FIG. 7 coupled to a
DC-DC switched mode power supply 902. As shown in FIGS.
9-13, the filter 700 is an input filter for the DC-DC switched
mode power supply 902 which may be a noise source.

As shown in the example of FIG. 9, the filter 700 may
further include a metal-oxide varistor (MOV) coupled
between each input A, B and the combined common mode
choke 602a, one or more fuses coupled on the output side of
the combined common mode choke 6025 and an inrush cur-
rent limiter coupled to the DC-DC switched mode power
supply 902. Although the MOV, the one or more fuses and the
inrush current limiter are shown in a specific position relative
to other filter components, they may be positioned at any
suitable location within the filter 700.

Additionally, in the example of FIG. 9, the inputs A, B of
the filter 700 may be coupled to one or more power sources.
For example, FIG. 10 illustrates the input A coupled to a
power source A and FIG. 11 illustrates the inputs A, B
coupled to power sources A, B, respectively.

Referring to FIG. 10, when the power source A provides
power to the DC-DC switched mode power supply 902, the
reverse current protection devices 320 of the input A are on
while the reverse current protection devices 320 of the input
B are off. As explained above, this may lead to undesirable
EMC performance which may be improved by the X-capaci-
tors 722a, 722b, 728a, 728b.

Referring to FIG. 11, the power source with the higher
voltage provides the power for the DC-DC switched mode
power supply 902. This may cause undesirable EMC perfor-
mance because the reverse current protection devices 320 of
the input with the higher voltage power source are on while
the reverse current protection devices 320 of the input with
the lower voltage power source are off. Accordingly, the
X-capacitors 722a, 722b, 728a, 728b as described above are
employed to achieve desirable EMC performance.

In other embodiments, one of more input terminals of the
inputs A, B may be configured to couple to each other. For
example, FIG. 12 illustrates the inputs A, B of the filter 700
coupled to power sources A, B, respectively. The input termi-
nal 308a of the input A is coupled to the input terminal 310a
of the input B and to the reference voltage. Thus, common
current return paths of the filter 700 include the input termi-
nals 3084, 310a.

In this case, the power source with the higher voltage
provides the power for the DC-DC switched mode power
supply 902. Therefore, the reverse current protection devices
320 of the input with the higher voltage power source are on.
Additionally, the reverse current protection device 320 in the
positive pole path of the input with the lower voltage power
source is on due to the common current paths of the power
sources A, B while the reverse current protection device 320
in the negative pole path of the input with the lower voltage
power source is off. In this input configuration, the X-capaci-
tors 722a,722b,728a, 7285 as described above are employed
to achieve desirable EMC performance.
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The example of FIG. 13 illustrates the inputs A, B of the
filter 700 coupled to the power source A. The input terminal
308a is coupled to the input terminal 310« and the reference
voltage while the input terminal 3085 is coupled to the input
terminal 3105. Thus, the inputs A, B are coupled in parallel.

In this input configuration, all reverse current protection
devices 320 are on. Theoretically, if all reverse current pro-
tection devices 320 are on, the combined common mode
chokes 602a, 6025 and the X-capacitors 722a, 722b, 728a,
728b may not be needed to achieve desirable EMC perfor-
mance. However, due to likely unequal resistance in the input
paths, DC current will not distribute equally between the
inputs A, B. The unequal resistance may be from the filter
layout, varying temperatures, resistances of the reverse cur-
rent protection devices (if ORing devices including MOS-
FETs are employed), a forward voltage drop of the reverse
current protection (if diodes are employed), etc. Therefore, by
employing the combined common mode chokes 6024, 6025,
saturation caused by DC current distribution (as explained
above with reference to FIG. 3) may be reduced (and in some
cases eliminated).

As explained above, the DC-DC switched mode power
supply 902 may be a noise source for conducted and/or radi-
ated emission performance measured on the inputs A, B.
Accordingly, the filter 700 of FIG. 13 includes the X-capaci-
tors 722a, 722b, 728a, 7285 to improve the conducted and/or
radiated emission performance by compensating for unsym-
metrical common mode noise levels (as explained above)
between the combined common mode chokes 602a, 6025 and
between the combined common mode choke 60256 and the
reverse current protection devices 320. This ensures the com-
bined common mode chokes 602a, 6025 do not act as loaded
transformers (as explained above).

In the example of FIG. 13, the unsymmetrical common
mode noise levels may be caused, for example, by increased
operating temperatures, tolerances of components in the filter
700, noise from components surrounding the filter 700, an
unsymmetrical layout of the filter 700, etc. The unsymmetri-
cal common mode noise levels may occur even though all
reverse current protection devices 320 are conducting.

FIG. 14 illustrates the filter 700 of FIG. 7 coupled to inde-
pendent DC-DC switched mode power supplies 9024, 9025.
The filter 700 further includes the X-capacitors 722a, 722b,
728a, 728b (as explained above) to achieve desirable EMC
performance.

Referring to FIGS. 9-14, additional X-capacitors (e.g.,
X-capacitors 822a, 8225 of FIG. 8) may be coupled between
the inputs A, B and the combined common mode choke 602a
to ensure the combined common mode choke 6024 does not
act as a loaded transformer (as explained above) for con-
ducted and/or radiated immunity requirements on the inputs
A, B. Additionally, by employing additional X-capacitors,
further advantages may be appreciated as explained above
with respect to FIGS. 5 and 8.

FIGS. 15-21 illustrate a filter 1500 coupled to one or more
DC-DC switched mode power supplies. As shown in FIGS.
15-21, the filter 1500 is an output filter for the one or more
DC-DC switched mode power supplies. In the examples of
FIGS. 15-21, the DC-DC switched mode power supplies may
be a noise source for the emission performance measured on
the outputs A, B.

The filter 1500 of FIGS. 15-21 includes the combined
common mode chokes 602a, 6025 and the X-capacitors 722a,
722b, 728a, 728b, 822a, 8225 as described above with refer-
ence to FIG. 8 and additional X-capacitors 1522a, 15225
coupled on the output side of the reverse current protection
devices 320. The X-capacitors 822a, 8225 may compensate
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for unsymmetrical common mode noise levels on the inputs
A, B due to different noise levels of the one or more DC-DC
switched mode power supplies (e.g., due to different topolo-
gies, layouts, output loads, etc.) and to avoid a loaded trans-
former effect of the combined common mode choke 6024 as
explained above.

The X-capacitors 728a, 728b, 1522a, 15225 may bridge
the reverse current protection devices 320 for common mode
currents to compensate for unsymmetrical common mode
noise levels on the outputs A, B which then may improve
conducted and/or radiated emission performance.

Additionally, the X-capacitors 728a, 728b, 1522a, 15225
may ensure the combined common mode choke 6025 does
not act as a loaded transformer (as explained above) for con-
ducted and/or radiated immunity requirements on the outputs
A, B.

The X-capacitors 722a, 7225 may ensure the combined
common mode chokes 602a, 6025 do not act as loaded trans-
formers for conducted and/or radiated emissions and immu-
nity performance as explained above.

The inputs A, B of the filter 1500 may be configured dif-
ferently to couple to one or more DC-DC switched mode
power supplies. For example, FIG. 15 illustrates the input A
coupled to DC-DC switched mode power supply A and the
input B coupled to DC-DC switched mode power supply B.

Alternatively, one of more input terminals of the inputs A,
B may be coupled together. For example, FIG. 16 illustrates
the input terminal 308a of the input A coupled to the input
terminal 310q of the input B and the reference voltage. Alter-
natively, FIG. 17 illustrates the input terminal 308a of the
input A and the input terminal 310« of the input B coupled to
the reference voltage and the input terminal 3085 of the input
A coupled to the input terminal 3105 of the input B. Thus, the
inputs A, B of FIG. 17 are coupled in parallel.

As shown in FIGS. 18-21, the filter 1500 may be config-
ured to couple between at least one DC-DC switched mode
power supply and at least one load. For example, FIG. 18
illustrates the filter 1500 coupled between DC-DC switched
mode power supplies A, B and a load A while FIG. 19 illus-
trates the filter 1500 coupled between DC-DC switched mode
power supplies A, B and loads A, B (i.e., the output A is
coupled to load A and the output B is coupled to load B).

Further, as shown in FIGS. 20-21, one of more output
terminals of the outputs A, B may be coupled together. For
example, FIG. 20 illustrates the output terminal 312a of the
output A coupled to the output terminal 314a of the output B
and the reference voltage. Alternatively, FIG. 21 illustrates
the output terminal 312a of the output A and the output
terminal 314a ofthe output B coupled to the reference voltage
and the output terminal 3125 of the output A coupled to the
output terminal 3145 of the output B. Thus, the outputs A, B
of FIG. 21 are coupled in parallel.

Although the reverse current protection devices 320 of
FIGS. 3-21 are positioned on the output side of the combined
common mode choke (e.g., the combined common mode
choke 302 of FIGS. 3-5 and the combined common mode
choke 6025 of FIGS. 6-21), the reverse current protection
devices 320 may be positioned at any suitable location. For
example, FIG. 22 illustrates the reverse current protection
devices 320 coupled between the combined common mode
chokes 602a, 6025 while FI1G. 23 illustrates the reverse cur-
rent protection devices 320 coupled on the input side of the
combined common mode choke 602a.

Referring to FIG. 22, a filter 2200 includes the combined
common mode chokes 602a, 6025 and the X-capacitors 722a,
722b,728a,728b, 822a, 822b of FIG. 8 and additional X-ca-
pacitors 2222a, 22225 coupled between the output side of the
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combined common mode choke 602a and the input side of the
reverse current protection devices 320. The X-capacitors
722a, 722b, 728a, 728b, 822a, 822b include the similar
advantages as described above.

Additionally, the X-capacitors 722a, 722b, 2222a, 2222b
may bridge the reverse current protection devices 320 that are
off for common mode currents to ensure the combined com-
mon mode chokes 602a, 6025 do not act as loaded transform-
ers (as explained above) for conducted and/or radiated immu-
nity and emissions for noise sources on the inputs A, B and/or
the outputs A, B.

The X-capacitors 822a, 8225 ensure the combined com-
mon mode choke 602a does not act as a loaded transformer
for noise sources coupled to the inputs A, B. Similarly, the
X-capacitors 728a, 7285 ensure the combined common mode
choke 6025 does not act as a loaded transformer for noise
sources coupled to the outputs A, B. Additionally, the X-ca-
pacitors 728a, 728b and the X-capacitors 822a, 8225 may
improve conducted and/or radiated emission performance by
compensating for unsymmetrical common mode noise levels
at the inputs A, B and the outputs A, B, respectively, as
explained above.

Referring to FIG. 23, a filter 2300 includes the combined
common mode chokes 602a, 6025 and the X-capacitors 722a,
722b,728a,728b, 822a, 822b of FIG. 8 and additional X-ca-
pacitors 2322a, 23225 coupled on the input side of the reverse
current protection devices 320. The X-capacitors 722a, 7225
include the same advantages as described above with refer-
enceto FIG. 7. The X-capacitors 728a, 7285 include the same
advantages as described above with reference to FIG. 22.

The X-capacitors 822a, 8225, 2322a, 23225 may bridge
the reverse current protection devices 320 for common mode
currents to compensate for unsymmetrical common mode
noise levels on the inputs A, B. This may improve conducted
and/or radiated emission performance on the inputs A, B
when a noise source is coupled to one or more of the outputs
A, B. Additionally, the X-capacitors 822a, 8225, 2322a,
2322b ensure the combined common mode choke 6024 does
not act as a loaded transformer (as explained above) for noise
sources on the inputs A, B.

By way of example, FIG. 24 illustrates an example com-
bined common mode choke 2402 for a filter with two inputs
and two outputs positioned on a base 2408 (e.g., a circuit
board, etc.). The combined common mode choke 2402
includes a toroidal core 2404 and four windings 2406a,
24065, 2406¢, 24064 extending about the toroidal core 2404.
Inthe example of FIG. 24, the windings 24064, 24065, 2406¢,
2406d each include the same number of turns. As shown in
FIG. 24, arrows 2410 represent DC flux generated by DC
current (indicated by arrows 2412) in the windings 2406a,
24065, 2406¢, 24064. In the example of FIG. 24, the sum of
the DC fluxes of the combined common mode choke 2402 is
substantially zero.

Although FIGS. 1-23 illustrate a filter including two inputs
A, B and two outputs A, B, it should be understood that more
or less than two inputs and two outputs may be employed in
other embodiments. In addition, the filter disclosed herein
may include additional filter components, including. e.g., one
or more differential mode chokes, components to improve
radiated emissions, etc., to comply with immunity noise
requirements.

Additionally, although FIGS. 3-21 illustrate a particular
filter coupled to one or more DC-DC switched mode power
supplies, the filters disclosed herein may be coupled to any
suitable power supply or power supplies, including, for
example, an AC-DC power supply, a DC-AC power supply,
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etc. Further, although the figures illustrate a filter coupled to
one or more power supplies, the power supply may include
the filter.

In addition, although the example filters disclosed herein
include a particular number of X-capacitors and combined
common mode chokes, any suitable number of X-capacitors
and combined common mode chokes may be employed
depending on the configuration of the filter (e.g., the number
of combined common mode chokes used, position of the
reverse current protection devices, if the filter is used as input
filter or output filter, etc.) and the desired EMC performance.
Further, the X-capacitors may be employed at any suitable
location (e.g., on an input or output side of reverse current
protection devices, on an input or output side of a combined
common mode choke, etc.) depending on the configuration of
the filter and desired EMC performance.

The X-capacitors and the Y-capacitors disclosed herein
may be any suitable capacitor including, for example,
ceramic capacitors, foil capacitors, etc. and may include any
suitable mounting configuration, including for example, sur-
face mount, radial leads, etc. Further, any suitable capaci-
tance value of the capacitors may be employed to achieve a
desired conducted and/or radiated emissions and conducted
and/or radiated immunity, and thereby a desired electromag-
netic compatibility (EMC) performance.

The magnetic cores disclosed herein may include an EI
core configuration, EE core configuration, a toroidal core
configuration, or any other suitable core configuration. Addi-
tionally, the windings disclosed herein may be wound about
the magnetic cores in any suitable winding technique includ-
ing, e.g., a winding technique that delivers a higher stray
inductance that may damp differential mode noise. Further, in
some embodiments, windings of each particular filter dis-
closed herein include the same number of turns, or alterna-
tively, a different number of turns.

As apparent to those skilled in the art, the filters described
herein may reduce conducted emissions and thereby improve
EMC performance for various input configurations as
explained above. The filters may also improve radiated emis-
sion performance through components (e.g., cables, etc.)
coupled to an input and/or an output of a particular filter.
Further, the filters may improve conducted and/or radiated
immunity performance of a device (e.g., a power supply)
coupled to the input and/or the output of one or more filters by
blocking disturbances generated externally of the device.

The foregoing description of the embodiments has been
provided for purposes of illustration and description. It is not
intended to be exhaustive or to limit the disclosure. Individual
elements or features of a particular embodiment are generally
not limited to that particular embodiment, but, where appli-
cable, are interchangeable and can be used in a selected
embodiment, even if not specifically shown or described. The
same may also be varied in many ways. Such variations are
not to be regarded as a departure from the disclosure, and all
such modifications are intended to be included within the
scope of the disclosure.

The invention claimed is:

1. A filter for a power supply, the filter comprising:

at least two inputs, each input including a pair of input
terminals;

at least two outputs, each output including a pair of output
terminals;

a pair of X-capacitors including a first X-capacitor and a
second X-capacitor, each X-capacitor having a first ter-
minal and a second terminal, the first terminal of the first
X-capacitor coupled between one input terminal of the
pair of input terminals of one of the at least two inputs
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and one output terminal of the pair of output terminals of
one of the atleast two outputs, the second terminal of the
first X-capacitor coupled between one input terminal of
the pair of input terminals of another one of the at least
two inputs and one output terminal of the pair of output
terminals of another one of the at least two outputs, the
first terminal of the second X-capacitor coupled between
another input terminal of the pair of input terminals of
said one of the at least two inputs and another output
terminal of the pair of output terminals of said one of the
at least two outputs, the second terminal of the second
X-capacitor coupled between another input terminal of
the pair of input terminals of said another one of the at
least two inputs and another output terminal of the pair
of output terminals of said another one of the at least two
outputs, and

a common mode choke coupled between the at least two

inputs and the at least two outputs, the common mode
choke including a magnetic core and at least four wind-
ings extending about the magnetic core, each winding
coupled between a different one of the pair of input
terminals of each ofthe at least two inputs and a different
one of the pair of output terminals of each of the at least
two outputs than the other windings of the common
mode choke.

2. The filter of claim 1 wherein the pair of X-capacitors are
coupled between the common mode choke and the at least
two outputs.

3. The filter of claim 1 wherein said common mode choke
is a first common mode choke, the filter further comprising a
second common mode choke, the second common mode
choke including a second magnetic core and at least four
windings extending about the second magnetic core, each
winding of the second common mode choke coupled between
a different one of the pair of input terminals of each of the at
least two inputs and a different one of the pair of output
terminals of each of the at least two outputs than the other
windings of the second common mode choke.

4. The filter of claim wherein said pair of X-capacitors are
a first pair of X-capacitors, wherein the first pair of X-capaci-
tors are coupled between the common mode choke and the at
least two outputs, the filter further comprising a second pair of
X-capacitors, each X-capacitor of the second pair of X-ca-
pacitors including a pair of terminals, one terminal of each
X-capacitor of the second pair of X-capacitors coupled
between said one of the at least two inputs and the common
mode choke, the other terminal of each X-capacitor of the
second pair of X-capacitors coupled between said another
one of the at least two inputs and the common mode choke.

5. The filter of claim 4 wherein said common mode choke
is a first common mode choke, the filter further comprising a
second common mode choke, the second common mode
choke including a second magnetic core and at least four
windings extending about the second magnetic core, each
winding of the second common mode choke coupled between
a different one of the input pair of input terminals of each of
the at least two inputs and a different one of the pair of output
terminals of each of the at least two outputs than the other
windings of the second common mode choke.

6. The filter of claim 5 further comprising a third pair of
X-capacitors, each X-capacitor of the third pair of X-capaci-
tors including a pair of terminals, one terminal of each X-ca-
pacitor of the third pair of X-capacitors coupled between said
one of the at least two inputs and the second common mode
choke, the other terminal of each X-capacitor of the third pair
of X-capacitors coupled between said another one of the at
least two inputs and the second common mode choke.
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7. The filter of claim 1 further comprising a first plurality of
capacitors coupled between the pair of input terminals of said
one of the at least two inputs, a second plurality of capacitors
coupled between the pair of input terminals of said another
one of the at least two inputs, a third plurality of capacitors
coupled between the pair of output terminals of said one of the
at least two outputs, and a fourth plurality of capacitors
coupled between the pair of output terminals of said another
one of the at least two outputs, the first, second, third and
fourth plurality of capacitors each including at least one X-ca-
pacitor and at least one Y-capacitor.

8. The filter of claim 1 further comprising at least one
reverse current protection device coupled to the common
mode choke.

9. A system comprising:

a power supply including an input; and

an input filter having at least two inputs, at least two out-

puts, a pair of X-capacitors including a first X-capacitor
and a second X-capacitor, and a common mode choke
coupled between the at least two inputs and the at least
two outputs, each input of the input filter including a pair
of input terminals, each output including a pair of output
terminals, each X-capacitor having a first terminal and a
second terminal, the first terminal of the first X-capacitor
coupled between one input terminal of the pair of input
terminals of one of the at least two inputs and one output
terminal of the pair of output terminals of one of the at
least two outputs, the second terminal of the first X-ca-
pacitor coupled between one input terminal of the pair of
input terminals of another one of the at least two inputs
and one output terminal of the pair of output terminals of
another one of the at least two outputs, the first terminal
of the second X-capacitor coupled between another
input terminal of the pair of input terminals of said one of
the at least two inputs and another output terminal of the
pair of output terminals of said one of the at least two
outputs, the second terminal of the second X-capacitor
coupled between another input terminal of the pair of
input terminals of said another one of the at least two
inputs and another output terminal of the pair of output
terminals of said another one of the at least two outputs,
the common mode choke including a magnetic core and
at least four windings extending about the magnetic
core, each winding coupled between a different one of
the pair of input terminals of each of the at least two
inputs and a different one of the pair of output terminals
of each of the at least two outputs than the other wind-
ings of the common mode choke of the input filter, at
least one of the at least two outputs of the input filter
coupled to the input of the power supply.

10. The system of claim 9 wherein the pair of X-capacitors
are coupled between the common mode choke and the at least
two outputs.

11. The system of claim 9 wherein said pair of X-capacitors
are a first pair of X-capacitors, wherein the first pair of X-ca-
pacitors are coupled between the common mode choke and
the at least two outputs, the input filter further comprising a
second pair of X-capacitors, each X-capacitor of the second
pair of X-capacitors including a pair of terminals, one termi-
nal of each X-capacitor of the second pair of X-capacitors
coupled between said one of the at least two inputs and the
common mode choke, the other terminal of each X-capacitor
of the second pair of X-capacitors coupled between said
another one of the at least two inputs and the common mode
choke.

12. The system of claim 11 wherein the common mode
choke is a first common mode choke, the input filter further
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comprising a second common mode choke, the second com-
mon mode choke including a second magnetic core and at
least four windings extending about the second magnetic
core, each winding of the second common mode choke
coupled between a different one of the pair of input terminals
of'each ofthe at least two inputs and a different one of the pair
of output terminals of each of the at least two outputs than the
other windings of the second common mode choke.

13. The system of claim 12 further comprising a power
source coupled to at least one of the at least two inputs of the
input filter.

14. The system of claim 13 wherein the at least two inputs
of the input filter are coupled in parallel.

15. The system of claim 13 wherein the power source is a
first power source, the system further comprising a second
power source coupled to said another one of the at least two
inputs of the input filter.

16. The system of claim 15 wherein one input terminal of
each of the at least two inputs is coupled to a reference
voltage.

17. The system of claim 12 wherein said another one of the
at least two outputs of the input filter is coupled to the input of
the power supply.

18. The system of claim 12 wherein the power supply is a
first power supply, the system further comprising a second
power supply, wherein said another one of the at least two
outputs of the input filter is coupled to the second power
supply.

19. A system comprising:

a power supply including an output, and

an output filter having at least two inputs, at least two

outputs, a pair of X-capacitors including a first X-ca-
pacitor and a second X-capacitor, and a common mode
choke coupled between the at least two inputs and the at
least two outputs, each input including a pair of input
terminals, each output of the output filter including a pair
of output terminals, each X-capacitor having a first ter-
minal and a second terminal, the first terminal of the first
X-capacitor coupled between one input terminal of the
pair of input terminals of one of the at least two inputs
and one output terminal of the pair of output terminals of
one of the atleast two outputs, the second terminal of the
first X-capacitor coupled between one input terminal of
the pair of input terminals of another one of the at least
two inputs and one output terminal of the pair of output
terminals of another one of the at least two outputs, the
first terminal of the second X-capacitor coupled between
another input terminal of the pair of input terminals of
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said one of the at least two inputs and another output
terminal of the pair of output terminals of said one of the
at least two outputs, the second terminal of the second
X-capacitor coupled between another input terminal of
the pair of input terminals of said another one of the at
least two inputs and another output terminal of the pair
of output terminals of said another one of the at least two
outputs, the common mode choke including a magnetic
core and at least four windings extending about the
magnetic core, each winding coupled between a differ-
ent one of the pair of input terminals of each of the at
least two inputs and a different one of the pair of output
terminals of each of the at least two outputs than the
other windings of the common mode choke of the output
filter, at least one of the at least two inputs of the output
filter coupled to the output of the power supply.

20. The system of claim 19 wherein the pair of X-capaci-
tors are coupled between the common mode choke and the at
least two outputs.

21. The system of claim 19 wherein the common mode
choke is a first common mode choke, the output filter further
comprising a second common mode choke, the second com-
mon mode choke including a second magnetic core and at
least four windings extending about the second magnetic
core, each winding of the second common mode choke
coupled between a different one of the pair of input terminals
of'each of the at least two inputs and a different one of the pair
of output terminals of each of the at least two outputs than the
other windings of the second common mode choke.

22. The system of claim 21 wherein said another one of the
at least two inputs of the output filter is coupled to the output
of the power supply.

23. The system of claim 22 wherein the at least two inputs
of the output filter are coupled in parallel.

24. The system of claim 21 wherein the power supply is a
first power supply, the system further comprising a second
power supply, wherein said another one of the at least two
inputs of the output filter is coupled to the second power
supply.

25. The system of claim 24 wherein one input terminal of
each of the at least two inputs is coupled to a reference
voltage.

26. The system of claim 21 wherein the at least two outputs
of the output filter are coupled in parallel.

27. The system of claim 21 wherein one output terminal of
each of' the at least two outputs of the output filter is coupled
to a reference voltage.

#* #* #* #* #*
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